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CANBERRA ORGANIC GROWERS SOCIETY INCORPORATED (COGS) 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PROPOSE SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS TO AMEND COGS 

RULES (CONSTITUTION) 

PROPOSED FOR APPROVAL OF MEMBERS AT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON 

TUESDAY 26 MARCH 2019 AT 7.30 PM 

At the annual general meeting of members to be held on Tuesday 26 March 2019 

commencing at 7.30 pm at the Majura Community Centre, Rosevear Place, Dickson, the 

COGS Committee will (in accordance with Rule 24 of the COGS Constitution) propose special 

resolutions to make certain changes to the COGS Rules (Constitution). 

The proposed resolutions to give effect to these changes are set out in detail in Part 2 of this 

notice. 

In addition, explanations of the changes are set out below in Part 1 of this notice. 

Part 1 - Explanations of changes 

Changes to Rule 12(1)(b), Rule 13(1), Rule 13(6) and Rule 15(4) of the Constitution 

These changes are intended to abolish the position of Librarian and create a new position of 

Information Officer. The Information Officer primarily will be responsible for handling 

general enquiries from COGS members and from members of the public (other than 

correspondence the responsibility of the Honorary Secretary pursuant to rule 14(3)) and for 

maintaining knowledge and information resources related to organic gardening practices 

held by COGS.  

The Information Officer will not be an office-bearer but will be a member of the Committee.  

The background to this proposed change is that COGS has collected and maintained a stock 

of hard copy library resources at least since its original incorporation in 1985. The position 

of Librarian is specified in the Constitution as a Committee member but not an office-bearer. 

Under existing Rule 15(4) of the Constitution the Librarian primarily has responsibility for 

the recording, safe keeping, storage and circulation amongst members of all relevant books, 

journals and other information material belonging to COGS and arranging for members to 

have access to all this material at general meetings.  

While the library resources have typically been available to COGS members over the years 

on a regular basis at general meetings, the use of this service has been declining for some 

years, and recently very markedly. The Committee is aware that many members have access 

independently of the library to a much wider range of, and more current, information on 

organic gardening topics through the web and other sources, and has determined that 

continuing to purchase books and other publications and to cover the cost of storage of 
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library materials is not an appropriate use of COGS funds, given that so very few members 

make use of them. 

By contrast with the library, the COGS Facebook page, and the COGS website, are resources 

which many of our members, and the general public, do regularly access. 

Additionally, COGS receives a steady stream of general inquiries from members and the 

general public, which have hitherto fallen to the Community Gardens Coordinator to 

consider and respond to. That has unduly burdened an already busy position. 

Consequently the Committee proposes that the position of Librarian be converted to an 

Information Officer with a more general set of responsibilities, which will include oversight 

and management of the COGS website, COGS Facebook, and addressing (mainly external) 

email inquiries.  

Change to Rule 23(1) of the Constitution 

This change is intended to allow greater flexibility as to the dates, times and frequency of 

general meetings. 

Currently, the Constitution requires general meetings of COGS to be convened on the fourth 

Tuesday in every month except January and December or at such other times as may be 

determined at each Annual General Meeting. This is restrictive, as it effectively requires 

exclusively evening meetings, and that ten meetings be held at set intervals throughout the 

year. 

Over the last two years, the Committee has been actively monitoring members’ preferences 

for member meetings, events and other get-togethers. Typically, events in our meeting 

room attract minimal numbers (which we assume translates as low interest) compared to 

events outdoors. Winter meetings are generally poorly attended. Meetings in our 

community gardens, and external site visits, are generally quite well attended.  

Consequently, the Committee proposes that the Constitution be amended to allow 

discretion by the Committee as to dates, times and frequency of general meetings, while 

still allowing members to determine meeting times at each Annual General Meeting (as 

currently allowed under Rule 23(1)), and to requisition meetings (as currently allowed under 

Rules 23(2) to 25(5) inclusive). 

Availability of full current COGS Constitution 

The full COGS Constitution [as amended on 22 March 2016] is available on the COGS 

website at http://www.cogs.asn.au, at the link “COGS Constitution” under the heading “About 

COGS”. 

  

http://www.cogs.asn.au/
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Invitation to attend meeting 

You are invited to attend the meeting on Tuesday 26 March 2019 and vote on the 

resolutions. As special resolutions are required, the proposals must be passed by at least 75% 

of members who are entitled to vote, and are present and voting or voting by proxy. 

Voting by proxy 

If you wish to vote by proxy, you must complete the proxy form set out at Appendix 2 to the 

Constitution, appointing a current member of COGS as your proxy. Completed proxy forms 

must be mailed to the Honorary Secretary, COGS, PO Box 347 Dickson ACT 2602, to arrive 

on or before 26 March 2019 or be given to the Honorary Secretary Peter Weddell on the 

night of the meeting prior to commencement of voting. 

 

Part 2 - Amendments to COGS Rules to be proposed at the annual general meeting of 

members on Tuesday 26 March 2019 

Resolution 1: That the Constitution be amended by: 

(1) Amending rule 12(1)(b) by deleting “librarian” and inserting “information officer”. 

(2) Amending rule 13(1) by deleting “librarian” and inserting “information officer”. 

(3) Amending rule 13(6) by deleting “librarian” and inserting “information officer”. 

(4) Deleting rule 15(4) and replacing it with the following: 

“The Information Officer primarily will be responsible for handling general enquiries from 

COGS Members and from members of the public (Other than correspondence the 

responsibility of the Honorary Secretary pursuant to rule 14(3)) and for maintaining 

knowledge and information resources related to organic gardening practices held by COGS”. 

Resolution 2: That Rule 23(1) of the Constitution be amended by removing the existing text 

and replacing it with the words: 

“Subject to sub-rules 23(2) to 23(5) inclusive, general meetings of COGS will be convened on 

such dates and times, and at such frequency, as the Committee shall determine from time to 

time or on such other dates and times, and at such frequency, as may be determined by the 

members at each Annual General Meeting”. 

 

Date of this notice: 28 February 2019 

Authorised by Peter Weddell, Honorary Secretary of Canberra Organic Growers Society 

Incorporated. 


